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Fresh off
the Farm:
MLK Day
volunteers
needed

MLK Day
of Service
Kick-off
Event
BY ELLEN KIRKLAND
Staff Writer

BY ELLEN KIRKLAND
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – The
Sunshine City is enjoying
those fresh veggies that are
readily becoming available
through the growing number
of urban agriculture initiatives popping up throughout
our neighborhoods.
St. Pete has become the
undisputed leader of local efforts in the nationwide movement known as ‘urban ag,’
since laws were passed in
2011 allowing individual and
community gardens in every
zoning district in the city.
Many cities prohibit or limit
vegetable gardening and/or
agricultural projects within
certain zones.
Even the St. Petersburg
Chamber of Commerce is
getting in on the act providing the umbrella organization, St. Pete Urban

L-R, Gerald Abdul-Wasi, Raymon Lewis and Imam Askia Aquil



BY ELLEN KIRKLAND
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Hopes and dreams of prosperity and self-sufficiency
are being reignited at one
MLK Day of Service project due to the tremendous

efforts by the Muslim
American Criminal Justice
Association (MACJA).
Ex-offenders, families
and supporters are encouraged to participate in a
neighborhood
massive
cleanup as part of the MLK
Day of Service initiative.

This effort is being
spearheaded by Imam
Askia Aquil, president and
CEO of MACJA and is
known throughout the
community as an activist,
social reformer, religious
leader and community
builder.

In his capacity as a spiritual leader, he spent 12
years visiting prisons, talking with inmates and doing
service work. He also has
recent involvement with
Pinellas Ex-offenders Reentry Coalition (PERC)
See MACJA, page 4

See FRESH, page 7

James Sanderlin: Local civil rights leader
BY JON WILSON
Staff Writer

Coy LaSister,
neighborhood clean-up
at 1300 4th St. S.

ST. PETERSBURG –
Sometimes the best way
to know a person is to
hear another’s description. In 1968, Joe Savage,
the stout and savvy leader
of St. Petersburg’s striking sanitation workers,
talked about James B.
Sanderlin, the young
lawyer representing them.
“Sanderlin,” said Savage, “was an educated
man who was working for
uneducated men. He was

up high, but he jumped
down low right with us uneducated men. He stuck
right in there with us. He
brought us through, and I
thank God for that.”
Sanderlin might not
have come to St. Petersburg. It wasn’t his home
and he had no particular
ties here. The Petersburg,
Va. native earned an undergraduate degree from
Howard University and
went on to get his law degree at Boston University.
His family expected

him to go to Washington,
D.C., which was close to
home and where he might
go into practice with a
high-powered law firm.
But Sanderlin had
something else in mind.
Besides, established
St. Petersburg lawyer
Fred Minnis had traveled
to Boston with a singular
purpose. He wanted
bright, young legal minds
with an interest in civil
rights law.
See SANDERLIN, page 3

ST. PETERSBURG – It’s
finally here! MLK Day is
next Monday and the MLK
Day of Service project is
holding a kickoff event at 6
p.m. this Sat., Jan. 19, at the
Mahaffey Theater. All project participants are invited
to attend.
They are asking all
service projects not already
registered to please register at www.spcollege.edu/
mlkservice, or call their office at 727-341-4121. They
want to know about your
project, whether you received funding this year or
not.
The project committee
is starting to plan ahead for
next year and needs an accurate count of all service
projects being achieved in
St. Pete.
They are urging those
with service projects to
seek corporate sponsorship
if you received less than
you applied for or did not
receive an award.
Registering your project
will help corporations and
See SERVICE, page 7

James Sanderlin

Dr. Linda Hogans,
Director of Office of
Special Projects at SPC.

  
     

Tony & Nello's
Southern Italian Cuisine & Grille
(formerly JOJO'S PIZZA)
has been serving Tierra Verde
and St. Pete Beach for more
than 30 years. We offer
authentic southern Italian food.
We specialize in wood-fired
brick oven pizza.

Dine In or
Carry Out!
Catering service is available.

1136 Pinellas Bayway S.
St Petersburg, FL 33715
www.tonyandnellos.com

    
   
Over 34 Years in Tampa Bay
Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring
Plumbing • Windows• Roofing
Soffit & Fascia Cabinets• Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation
Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation Contractor for: City of Tampa, Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg, Pinellas County and Polk County

Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478
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OPINION
Dr. King: Another perspective

BY JONATHAN SCOTT

In my opinion there is no
way the legacy of Dr. Martin
Luther King can be fully appreciated without knowing its relationship to world events and
other significant movements
in the United States during the
uproar and turmoil of the
1960s. These tumultuous
times were not just confined to
the United States and its
African population; people all
over the world were challenging international imperialism
and European capitalism.
These systems were categorically denying people all
over the planet their civil rights
while at the same time exploit-

ing their land leaving the indigenous people in a constant
state of abject poverty. It was
an era where people all over
the planet said, “Enough is
enough.”
The 1960s was a decade
where world societies had
enough of manipulating and
oppressive governments. For
example, China engaged in a
complete cultural revolution
that demanded a change in old
habits and outdated thinking.
Many buildings and temples
were destroyed by youths and
many lives were lost. South
Africans challenged its cruel
and heartless apartheid system. The entire continent of
Africa was either in a state of
war or preparing for war as
many of these countries were
demanding their independence and challenged their former colonial masters.
Tensions in the United
States were just as intense; police brutality was at an all-time
high and the south was still in
a lynching mode. Civil rights
for African Americas were just
not going to be allowed by the
racist segment of this society.
African organizations were

sprouting up all over the country. These organizations were
targeted as militant, giving the
powers that be a reason to take
them out by any means.
Liberal whites were eager
to join those organizations that
would allow their participation.
Youths, students, poor and the
otherwise
disenfranchise
were violently and nonviolently protesting the cruel and
unjust, suppressive governments of the world. The people’s determination for change
was met with equal determination, by its respective power
structures, to maintain the status quos.
This is the environment
that Dr. King found himself in
with his nonviolent approach
to the most repressive régime
on the planet, second only to
the apartheid system in South
Africa. His methods of a nonviolent approach to civil rights
caused many to question its effectiveness. Although the
1960s brought about a new
wave of definition and reinterpretations of the black struggle, none had more of a lasting
impact on the larger population as the movement led by

the Dr. Martin Luther King.
Why was this impact so
broad and intensive? Because
it not only demanded civil
rights for African Americans, it
demanded civil and human
rights of all men and women
regardless of color and nationality. This in itself made Dr.
King a very dangerous man in
the eyes of this country’s
power brokers and with the
help of the Central Intelligence
Agency (CIA) and the Federal
Bureau of Investigation (FBI),
they did all they could to bring
him down.
They characterized him a
communist because he dared
to ask for civil rights for blacks;
they attempted to label him a
whoremonger because he
spent so much time away from
his family; they called him a socialist because he advocated
equal pay for equal work and
they said he was unpatriotic because he objected to the illegal
war being fought in Vietnam
and challenged the unequal
number of black men fighting.
But what they feared the most
was the fact that he could not
only organize masses of black
people, he was also able to or-

ganize white folks.
As long as a large segment
of white citizens were practicing racism against African
Americas, the power brokers
could stay in power and were
introduce legislation that
would maintain the status quo.
King threatened this system.
There have been many
written opinions why his murder took place. My personal
opinion is that when he began
to question the legality of the
Vietnam War and questioning
the disproportionate number
of minorities involved in the
conflict, he became a security
risk by exposing the truth.
After King’s murder, many
whites and a large number of
African Americans could not
understand why black men
would burn down businesses
in their own community. For
many it did not make sense.
Why destroy the white man’s
side of town, which rarely happened. At the news of his murder, we were in a state of
complete disbelief and denial,
yet reality sat in and anger and
rage took over.
Unfortunately, our frustrations were centered on our

own community. This probably had a lot to do with many
cities raising their bridges and
patrolling the perimeters of
their most affluence communities. We were mentality
caught in a grip of shattered
dreams and deferred hope, a
dangerous situation for any
government to find its people
experiencing.
Whether you agreed or
disagreed with the nonviolent
methods of Dr. Martin Luther
King, you cannot deny that his
impact on the world touched
all people of different ethnic
backgrounds. It caused many
governments around the
planet to evaluate how they
were treating their citizens and
the potential consequences if
their concerns went unaddressed. He was given the
Noble Peace Prize not because of his impact in the
United States but because of
his impact over the entire
planet.
So let’s enjoy all the upcoming festivities in his honor,
but let’s not forget all the men,
women and children who died
so that this movement might
live.

Rights Movement, for the
movement drafted him in 1955
when he was about 26 years
old. King was the latest in a tradition of great black orators
and intellectuals. In the 1800s,
that was Frederick Douglass.
Then came Booker T. Washington and the great W.E.B.
Dubois. Asa Philip Randolph
and many other black leaders
behind-the-scenes were struggling until King came on the
scene and gave the struggle
another star.
He became involved with
the movement because he was
chosen to be the president of
the Montgomery Improvement Association. This association had been set up by
several black churches in response to racial inequalities in
Montgomery. The pivotal incident that propelled the association and King into the national
spotlight was the arrest of a
seamstress named Rosa Parks.
This led to the Montgomery bus boycott, which
lasted over a year but it ended
up in victory. This victory propelled King into the national
spotlight. This dramatic struggle was able to teach and perfect the use of nonviolence. He
used the examples of Mahatma Gandhi, American
philosophers and the life of
Jesus Christ to effectively illustrate nonviolent techniques for
social change. Before he was

30 years old, his house had
been bombed, (with his wife
and children inside), he had
been in prison and he had even
been stabbed by a black
woman while autographing a
book.
King on many occasions
had to preach at funerals of
many marchers and associates
who had died in the many
demonstrations he lead. A very
sensitive and spiritual man, he
often prayed and agonized
over the sacrifices of so many
for the just causes he led.
June 1963, immediately
after President John F.
Kennedy proposed civil rights
legislation on television,
Medgar Evers was gunned
down coming home to his
kids. In September of that
same year four little girls were
killed in Sunday school by
racists in a bomb blast. King
presided over the funeral of
two girls. As a father himself he
agonized over the sacrificial
death of the innocent. Many
people criticizing him, but he
kept on going because he
knew his cause was right.
The movement would take
many other lives including a
white woman named Viola Liuzzo who left young children in
Detroit to come south to help
black people gain the right to
vote. Liuzzo was shot in the
head bringing water and supplies to civil rights workers on

a lonely road in Alabama.
Several white and Jewish
ministers were sacrificed on
the altar of hate furthering the
freedoms of black people. Although president Kennedy’s
administration have been slow
in responding to the Civil
Rights Movement, he and his
brother Bobby had incurred
the wrath and hatred of many
white supremacists.
Perhaps this year when
you’re standing at the parade,
maybe you will remember
those other people who died for
your civil rights. King did not
walk alone. Think about Coretta
Scott King who kept his legacy
alive. How about learning more
about Jesse Jackson, Andrew
Young and other giants, who
are still with us?
Forget about your personal opinions on flawed Giants for regardless of their
personal mistakes they stood
in front of the sniper’s bullets
for you! They also taught us
that struggles need not be
solved by returning hate for
hate. Today when so many of
us are the victims and survivors of gun violence, we need
the lessons of the Civil Rights
Movement now more than
ever! We need to teach our children and ourselves about the
struggle and understanding
what happened and how those
lessons can positively impact
our lives today.

‘Mike’ the MLK you might not know

BY RIVERS-CLEVELAND

In 1929, a son was born to
a minister and a pianist in Atlanta. In less than 30 years, he
becomes a hero to his people
and an icon to the world. His
legacy still illuminates and
haunts some 44 years after he
died. His friends and parents
first called him “Mike,” but the
world came to know him as Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. Mike,
like many historical giants, has
been at times revered and even
lost between myth and reality.
Many will celebrate Martin
Luther King Day and give
honor and praise to a man
whose words and life helped
change the nation. Others will
really use this day to party, get
drunk and trivialize not only
the message of the man, but
the lessons of the movement.
I feel too often that the only
thing that some people know
about King is that he had a
dream and he was a great man

who died for us. Ask yourself,
what do you really know about
Martin Luther King other than
he was assassinated and he
made a great speech?
If people knew more about
King’s philosophy, people
wouldn’t be bringing guns to a
parade honoring him. What do
you think this gun totting, disrespectful and racially genocidal generation really knows
and understands about the life
and teachings of King?”
King was more than just a
man who gave a great speech
and died. He lived a great life
and even more importantly, he
was a major figure in a great
movement. Too often the lessons and stories of struggle
have been swept under the rug
and forgotten by too many people who are happy to just move
on and forget. How pleased
would Dr. King be of us if he
knew we honored him with a
birthday celebration and
thought little or nothing about
the many other civil rights
martyrs that gave their fortunes and lives just like he did?
Would he be content to know
that we use the day of his birth
to party instead of learning
about nonviolence and the sacrifices of that generation that
marched with him?
King was raised to be sensitive, spiritual and intellectual.
He came from a secession of
Baptist preachers. In school he

was brilliant having skipped
two grades to enter college. Socially he was articulate and
even call precocious. He was
even known to have a pretty
good pool game!
As a student he studied the
bible and great philosophers.
He went to college in Atlanta,
Pennsylvania and even in Massachusetts where he met
Coretta Scott, another minister’s child who would later become his wife. In his mid-20s
he got married and left Atlanta
to become the head pastor of a
church in Montgomery, Ala.
The church was called Dexter
Ave., Baptist Church. The pastor the young King would replace was a man named
Vernon Johns.
Pastor Johns had been a
fiery outspoken and fearless
preacher who spoke out
against racism and Jim Crow.
The congregation at Dexter
Avenue had got tired and
frightened by their militant pastor and feared his conduct put
them into too much danger
with white Alabama. So they
replaced Pastor Johns with a
younger more refined and educated minister from Atlanta.
The people at Dexter Avenue
just knew this newly married
northern educated pastor
would calm and cool down the
situation and just tend to their
souls.
King didn’t start the Civil

The Weekly Challenger
 







 
 

  
 

  

 
   
     
 

The Weekly Challenger
is distributed in the following cities:
St. Petersburg • Clearwater • Largo
Tarpon Springs • Dunedin • Safety Harbor

Ethel L. Johnson,
CEO/Publisher Emerita
Lyn Johnson,

Publisher/General Manager
Lorrie Bellinger,

Art Director
PUBLISHED WEEKLY
on Thursdays
READERSHIP
100,000 monthly
SUBSCRIPTION RATES
$50 for 1 year (local only)
SINGLE COPY
50 cents
ATTN. POSTMASTER:
Send all address changes to:
The Weekly Challenger
2500 Dr. MLK, Jr. St. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
NO PAPER?
If you have not received your
paper during delivery,
call (727) 896-2922

2500 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. St. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone: (727) 896-2922
Fax: (727) 823-2568
Email: editor@theweeklychallenger.com
www.theweeklychallenger.com

DEADLINES

THE BLACK PRESS

All news items, advertising copy and
related art submitted for publication
on Thursday must be at the office of
The Weekly Challenger no later than
4 p.m. Monday.

believes that America can
best lead the world from racial
antagonism when it accords to
every man, regardless of race,
creed or color, his human and
legal rights. Hating no man,
fearing no man... the Black Press
strives to help every man in the
firm belief that all men are hurt
as long as anyone is held back.

COLUMNIST’S
DISCLAIMER
The views expressed by The
Weekly Challenger columnists/
advice columnists do not necessarily
reflect the views of The Weekly
Challenger. By publishing such
columns, The Challenger is not
advocating the following of any
advice or suggestion expressed.

SUBMISSIONS POLICY
Submissions to The Weekly
Challenger may be edited for
reasons of space, clarity or for
considerations of liability. All
submissions become the sole
property of The Weekly Challenger.
The Weekly Challenger reserves the
right to run all or part of any
submission at a later time. Some
submissions may take precedence due
to timeliness or newsworthiness.

Volume 45 • Number 21
Published Thursday,
January 17, 2013
16 pages • 2 section
© The Weekly Challenger
All rights reserved. No portions of this periodical
may be reproduced without expressed consent.

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, JANUARY 17, 2013

3

COMMUNITY NEWS
 Believing God

will answer

your prayer

By Dr. Basha Jordan

www.HopeAliveMinistry.org

It is devastating for anyone to lose
hope because of an addiction, especially
after you have gone through so much to
achieve what you have. It may have taken
years to finish school while working
nights and going to class by day. Or,
maybe you had to sacrifice family time,
money, and sleep to get through graduate
school which was located out of town.
Perhaps a second mortgage had to be put
on the house to pay the bills, raise a family
and attend school before you began your
lucrative, private practice.
You need to know that the main reason for my writing is to give you hope
despite the way things may look to the
natural eye. No matter what’s going on
with you today, remember, there is hope
for you. Take it from me as the gospel
truth. God did not bring you this far to
let you give up without a way of escape
if you or a loved one is struggling with
addiction. Effectual prayer will change
your situation.
Being a pastor for over 35 years and
struggling with a 30 year drug/alcohol
addiction, but now being free from active addiction for over 24 years, I know
something about the power of prayer. If
you are a pastor, teacher, lawyer, doctor,
the disease of addiction can have you
paralyzed with the fear of being found
out. What will I do if my co-workers or
the church members find out about my
addiction? God did not give us the spirit
of fear; but of power and of love, and of
a sound mind (2 Tim. 1: 7).
After God worked through my wife,
who orchestrated an intervention in my
life, I found out that my using was not a
total secret. Someone knows about your
addiction, but has not said anything to you
about it for one reason or another. But you
can believe one thing, somebody is praying for you, interceding to God on your
behalf. This is especially true if you have
been acting out with your addiction for
over six months and are a Christian. If you
know that your addiction is causing problems on the job, at home, and other are-

nas, more than likely you are praying
yourself and seeking God’s help!
God will not answer prayer for your
deliverance until you are ready and willing
to do whatever it takes to embrace a new
way of life through recovery. “ But without faith it is impossible to please Him; for
he that comes to God must believe that
He is, and that He is a rewarder of them
that diligently seek Him,” (Hebrews 11:6).
Believing that God will answer your
prayer brings into your space the faith
necessary for divine work to happen.
Sometimes the addict’s prayer may be answered through a DUI, an arrest, an OD,
a car accident, or embarrassing moment.
Rarely is the addiction addressed without
some drama.
Even after one is on the road to recovery, prayer is vital in staying on the path
because super-drama can still occur. After
I came out of treatment for 28 days in
1988, members of the church I served
tried to get me put out of the church because they were hurt. Rumors spread that
I had AIDS. Some members left the
church and spread vicious rumors. If it
were not for my personal prayer, the
prayers of some faithful Christians and
family, I would not have been able to carry
this message of hope for all these years.
The pulpit, radio, the street, newspaper, tent ministry, prison ministry and institutions are where God has allowed me
to carry the message of hope. If He did it
for me, He can do it for you, if you only
ask and believe, He will answer your
prayer in the name of Jesus!
For counseling or help getting delivered, please call me at (443) 250-9635 or
send an email to ProphetBasha@aol.com.
You can also send a letter by snail mail to
Dr. Jordan, P.O. Box 16622, St. Petersburg,
FL 33733.
Don’t forget to listen to my “Hooked on
Hope” radio broadcast on WRXB 1590 AM
every Saturday at 8:30a.m.
And remember, “No matter what’s
going on with you today, there is hope for
you.” I’m Dr. J. — be blessed.





 












  
  

James Sanderlin’s legacy
From SANDERLIN, page 1

Minnis “was trying to
recruit
Afro-American
lawyers to come down because there weren’t many
here, and that’s how he recruited Jim,” Sanderlin’s
brother Raymond Sanderlin told a newspaper several
years ago.
“Also, Jim had taken
some courses in Southern
law that helped give him
the idea of coming down
here.”
That was in 1962. Before Sanderlin died in 1990
at age 61, he had made a
huge impact in Pinellas
County and is regarded as
one of the Tampa Bay region’s civil rights heroes.
As Joe Savage had suggested, Sanderlin loved
people and he loved justice.
In 1964, he was the lawyer
for five Clearwater families
and one St. Petersburg family who successfully sued
the Pinellas County School
Board in a segregation
case. The case also had a
positive effect on integration in Hillsborough and
Sarasota counties.
In a 1966 suit, Sanderlin
represented 12 black police
officers in a suit against
their employer, the City of
St. Petersburg. Known as
the “Courageous 12,” the
officers asked for the right
to patrol white neighborhoods and be able to arrest
white people. The suit initially lost, but won on appeal.
Sanderlin
marched
many times with the sanitation workers during a tense
few weeks when the strike
was going on. From 1964 to

James Sanderlin
1971, he worked with the
NAACP Legal Defense and
Educational Fund. And in
perhaps his biggest victory,
he won a suit against the
Pinellas County School District to end formal segregation in the schools.
He was elected Pinellas
County’s first black judge
in 1972, and in 1985, Gov.
Bob Graham appointed
him as the first African
American to sit on the 2nd
District Court of Appeal.
Away from the bench,
Sanderlin was the first president of the Pinellas County
Headstart, Inc., past president of the St. Petersburg
Council on Human Relations, and past vice president of the Florida Council

of Human Relations
He received the Humanitarian Award from the
St. Petersburg Council on
Human Relations, the Community Service Award from
the St. Petersburg Branch
of the NAACP and the Outstanding Performance in
the Judiciary Award from
the Florida Chapter of the
National Bar Association.
He was also a member
of
McCabe
United
Methodist Church.
The theme of his life:
“He wanted to make a difference,” said Raymond
Sanderlin, the judge’s
brother.
This is one in a series of
articles about civil rights
leaders in Pinellas County.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Dreams of self-employment



From MACJA , page 1



Monica Towns Reynolds
The fact that she had a happy childhood,
guided by an indulgent grandmother, has
made a big difference in how Monica Towns
Reynolds and her siblings relate to each other
and to other people. From childhood to this
day, they have enjoyed their time together.
Reynolds is the middle sister, and they live
in different cities, but the siblings call each
other two or three times each week, sometimes using the three-way calling service.
They have always been best friends. Their
grandmother, Mrs. Mattie Gibson, taught
them to love their family and look out for each
other, something they have never forgotten.
The Towns and Gibson families grew up
in the Campbell Park area, and the sisters attended Melrose Elementary, Sixteenth Street
Junior High (now John Hopkins Middle) and
graduated from North East High School.
Reynolds also speaks fondly of the days when
she sang in the choir at Bethel Community
Baptist Church. She was also an active member of the youth usher board, and the youth
group.
She noted the differences and similarities
to the way she and her grandmother responded to children. Reynolds’ children were
raised pretty much the way her grandmother
raised her and her sisters. The difference was
in the way they were able to provide for material wants and needs.
“My husband, Terrell, and I were able to
give our children a little more materially than
Grandmother was able to afford. In other
words, we were able to spoil them just a little.
We did everything together, gave them what
we could, and encouraged and supported
them in fulfilling their dreams. Now, we are
proud of the adults they have become,” said
Reynolds.
They enjoyed playing games together
and watching sports as they were growing
up, and they enjoy the same kinds of activities
now. Many weekends, they get together to
play spades if they are not watching sports.
Both of their sons are adults and established
on their jobs and the daughter also an adult,
just applied for nursing school.
Reynolds’ face lights up when she talks
about her job. She is the director of a local
after school center and believes that the services provided by her non-profit employer are
vitally important to the growth and development of the children enrolled.

The center provides homework assistance, computer use and computer training
in addition to a plethora of character and skillbuilding activities. The children get the opportunity to learn about good manners, goal
setting, the meaning of friendship, and how
to work together (team-building). There are
activities to promote self-motivation, consistency, responsibility, respect, and resourcefulness – life skills. Even the need for exercise
and recreation are addressed through the
outdoor playtime activities. They are kept
busy with activities that keep negativity away.
“We may look like a babysitting service
for the time the children are not in school or
at home with their parents, but our program
is so much more. Everything we do supports
the home and school, explained Reynolds.
The center’s activities are planned and the
staff has received the necessary training to
implement those plans. We work with and for
the children; we provide continuity in their
day. Of course, none of this could work so
smoothly without the appropriate staff. I have
a great staff,” she exclaimed.
Reynolds said her staff is supportive of
the center’s goals and of each other. They
work together to make sure that they are giving the children the best service they can
give.
“That takes knowledge, patience, an open
mind, and a loving heart. Furthermore, we
have to maintain good relationships with parents and the community year round, not just
a part of the year. We know how important it
is to be a part of the process that helps children, and we like what we are able to do,” said
Reynolds.
The Reynolds family likes to travel. Generally, they take a trip in the fall or winter and
another one during the summer, when they
have more time. Their last two trips were to
Ohio and to New York, where one of her sisters now resides. For many years they have
traveled to the Essence Festival in New Orleans or to an amusement park favored by
their children.
After graduating from Springfield College
with a BS degree in Early Childhood Education next summer, however, Reynolds is looking forward to a long cruise. Then, she can
enjoy her other favorite things…reading and
relaxing or playing with her grandson.

Dr. M.L.King Day - A day of service
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Staff Writer

Much effort went into the work of Noble Peace prize winner Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. We can imagine that each day was filled with making a better life for all humankind and bringing communities together. As we come upon recognizing Dr. King
for his tireless work, the community prepares for “A Day of Service.” Students and teachers were asked the question, “What does a ‘Day of Service’ mean to you?” Here are the
thoughts from the community.

Ms. R. McGarrah, teacher
Demetrius Davis, 12
Zy’ Nique Howard, 12
“Dr. King is a good man “It’s interesting that people “Dr. King was a caring
man with powerful
who helped with many are coming together and
putting differences aside for
words. We should
things. We should
a common cause.”
follow in his
demonstrate what he
footsteps.”
represented.”

Theresa Robinson
“I think it’s good that
we recognize Dr. King
who died for black
people. We are free and
all people are equal.”

Ms. K. Gulley, teacher
“What a great
opportunity for
people to be involved
in making the
community better.”

Gabriel Tram, 11
“Dr. Martin Luther King
spoke about stopping
racism, violence and
blacks having the right
to vote. That was his
dream. We should have
the same dream of
working together.”

Even though they did not always see eye to eye, Dr. King
and Malcolm X were fighting for the same cause.
and is an affordable community housing expert.
MACJA is also blessed
with the guidance of Gerald
Abdul-Wasi, of Tampa. He
is a fellow board member
who brings 34 years of corrections experience in a
broad range of leadership
roles that includes being a
statewide Department of
Corrections Inspector General and Regional Director
of District 3, which includes
all of central Florida.
“For 30 years I kept
them in, and since then I
want to help with rehabilitation,” said Abdul-Wasi.
This type of re-entry
program, sometimes referred to as a “bridge” program, is a major innovation.
It seeks to help felons and
ex-offenders by aiding each
individual’s journey to economic
self-sufficiency
through self-employment.
Federal dollars that
once went to re-entry programs, homeless initiatives
and substance abuse programs that assisted ex-offenders with re-entry back
into society have been severely cut or eliminated.
Historically, they have
also been largely unsuccessful.
Currently, in the Tampa
Bay area more than 6,000
inmates are released back
onto the streets, annually,
with little hope of employment. They then reoffend
as a matter of survival and
return to jail or prison, usually within the first three
years.
Programs such as
PERC provide resources
and referrals for medical
and other necessary social
services, temporary housing assistance, substance
and alcohol abuse referrals
and required offender education classes such as anger
management.
Social services agencies in St. Petersburg, as
well as throughout the
state and around the nation, currently compete for
scarce federal, state and
local resources.
Last October, PERC
held a job fair at Pinellas
Technical Education Center
(PTEC) in St. Petersburg,
however, under a tab entitled “organizations and employers,” on their web-site,
no employers are listed.
In today’s job market,
with 8 percent plus unemployment in the general
population and 13.4 -14 percent in the African-American community, employers
are able to cherry pick applicants.
In many cases, hundreds of applications are received for a single job
posting. Employers are
able to choose only the best
and most qualified from the
vast pool of applicants, mak-

ing it difficult for anyone
with a criminal history to
get a job.
New federal tax incentives designed to provide
employers with tax breaks
for hiring returning veterans and assists with civilian re-employment further
disadvantage ex-offenders
in an already limited job
market.
Some ex-offenders have
received valuable skills and
vocational training while incarcerated, at tax payers’
expense, only to find out
that their hard earned educational achievements are
not valued. Self-employment is a pathway to putting those skills to work.
This program is innovative in that it does not try to
help the ex-offenders gain
employment; instead, it
seeks to provide them with
the knowledge, education
and the tools to become
fully self-employed and selfsufficient.
Utilizing free educational resources at the Business Assistance Center
(BAC) in St. Petersburg
and the Small Business Development Center at the
University of South Florida,
MACJA steers the ex-offender to self-sufficiency.
In a rough plan, the exoffender would market
their skills, door to door if
necessary, and then fall
under the rubric of the
MACJA for a short while
until self-sufficiency is
reached. That way a large
number of participants
could be helped without becoming dependent on the
program.
Using the lawn care
business as a model, ex-offenders will be mentored
and then walked through
the process of obtaining
an occupational license.
Occupational licenses are
inexpensive, in St. Pete
they are generally $6 a
year. Then they are legally
able to go right to work
within the city limits.
Free BAC classes teach
governmental
requirements for a wide range of
occupations, marketing
skills and financing options.
A business plan and plan
for self-sufficiency would
then be created using free
software at the BAC.
The MACJA will initially, under close supervision, loan donated tools and
facilitate other needs such
as transportation associated with business startup
and connecting ex-offenders with business and legal
professionals in the community who are willing to
donate their time.
Therefore, in support of
a future on-going program,
they are asking for commitments of time and expertise by professionals such as

business attorneys, book
keepers, marketing professionals, and those skilled in
business development and
new business startup. The
gift of time is totally tax deductible at the professional’s regular hourly rate.
In order for this ongoing initiative to be successful, there must be a
community wide effort to
help these young men and
women re-enter society as
productive members.
For the MLK Day of
Service initiative, MACJA
is ready to clean up the
neighborhood. They are
asking participants to report to a staging area at
3762 18th Ave. S. between
1-4 p.m., for tools, work assignments, food and entertainment.
They request that you
bring work gloves, rakes,
brooms, a hearty appetite,
a willingness to work and
the spirit of peaceful cooperation for service to community.
Initially the MACJA requested $3,200 for their
MLK Day effort, but was
awarded a $1,000. Nevertheless, the board of the
MACJA is committed to
seeing this effort move
forward.
This registered 501(c)
3, State of Florida, not-forprofit Corporation, is requesting
immediate
corporate and individual
sponsorship and donations
of food, refreshments, and
lawn care equipment.
They are asking for the
community to donate working or repairable lawn care
equipment such as riding
and push mowers, edgers,
blowers and rakes, pressure washers, and tree trimming
equipment.
To
arrange for pickup, please
call 727-235-1416.
MAJCA is also asking
for donations of work/lawn
care trailers, vans and
trucks to support their ongoing initiative.
Sponsors, donors and
potential program participants with expertise in automotive and small engine
repair, as well as those experienced in the repair of
electrically powered lawn
care
equipment
are
strongly encouraged to step
up and participate. Tax deductible receipts will be
given for gifts of time and
service.
Although financial contributions are gladly accepted, a donation of old or
unused equipment or your
time and expertise is all that
is required to make this endeavor successful. Because
the MACJA is a not-forprofit Corporation, your donations are always tax
deductible. For more information, please (727) 2351416.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Eugene Patterson Dead: Pulitzer Prize
Winner Dies At 89
BY MITCH STACY

ST. PETERSBURG (AP)
— Eugene Patterson, a
Pulitzer Prize-winning editor
and columnist whose impassioned words helped draw national attention to the civil
rights movement as it unfolded across the South, has
died at 89.
Patterson, who helped fellow whites to understand the
problems of racial discrimination, died Saturday evening in
Florida after complications
from prostate cancer, according to B.J. Phillips, a family
spokeswoman.
Patterson was editor of the
Atlanta Constitution from 1960
to 1968, winning a Pulitzer
Prize in 1967 for editorial writing. His famous column of
Sept, 16, 1963, about the Birmingham, Ala., church bombing
that killed four girls – “A
Flower for the Graves” – was
considered so moving that he
was asked by Walter Cronkite
to read it nationally on the
“CBS Evening News.”
“A Negro mother wept in
the street Sunday morning in
front of a Baptist Church in
Birmingham,”
Patterson
began his column. “In her
hand she held a shoe, one
shoe, from the foot of her dead
child. We hold that shoe with
her.”
“Every one of us in the
white South holds that small
shoe in his hand. ... We who go
on electing politicians who
heat the kettles of hate. ... (The
bomber) feels right now that
he has been a hero. He is only
guilty of murder. He thinks he

has pleased us. We of the
white South who know better
are the ones who must take a
harsher judgment.”
“It was the high point of
my life,” Patterson later said in
a June 2006 interview from his
home in St. Petersburg. “It was
the only time I was absolutely
sure I was right. They were
not telling the truth to people
and we tried to change that.”
Patterson also spoke of
what he called his good fortune to work for the Atlanta
newspaper and an “enlightened” leadership that encouraged his work.
“We were rather rare editors in the South at that time,”
Patterson said of himself and
Constitution Publisher Ralph
McGill. Patterson worked
under McGill, himself a
Pulitzer winner in 1959, and
then succeeded him at the
helm of the Constitution four
years later.
Editor Kevin G. Riley at the
Atlanta Journal-Constitution
called Patterson’s contributions to the newspaper, Atlanta
and the field of journalism
“enormous.”
“We benefit still from his
work and legacy,” Riley told
The Associated Press via
email.
In 1968, Patterson joined
The Washington Post and
served for three years as its
managing editor, playing a
central role in the publication
of the Pentagon Papers. After
leaving the Post he spent a
year teaching at Duke University.
He became editor of The
St. Petersburg Times and its

Eugene Patterson

Washington publication, Congressional Quarterly, in 1972
and was later chief executive
officer of The St. Petersburg
Times Co. Under Patterson’s
leadership, the Times won two
Pulitzer Prizes and became
known as one of the top newspapers in the country.
Times owner Nelson
Poynter, who died in 1978,
chose Patterson to ensure his
controlling stock in the newspaper company was used to
fund a school for journalists,
then called the Modern Media
Insititute. It is now known as
the Poynter Institute, which
owns the Tampa Bay Times
(formerly The St. Petersburg
Times).
“A person – one person –
had to be entrusted with fulfilling what Mr. Poynter intended,” said Roy Peter Clark,
the school’s first faculty member. “ ... He had to be totally
trustworthy, so Mr. Poynter
chose Mr. Patterson.”

Patterson retired from the
Times and Poynter in 1988.
A collection of Patterson’s
Atlanta Constitution columns
was published in book form in
2002 as “The Changing South
of Gene Patterson: Journalism
and Civil Rights, 1960-1968.”
Hank Klibanoff, director of
the journalism program at
Emory University and co-author of a Pulitzer Prize-winning
book on press coverage of the
civil rights movement, said
Patterson wrote with deepseated conviction about the
troubled era.
Klibanoff said that when
black churches were burned
in southwestern Georgia in
1962, Patterson was “deeply
disturbed” and wrote a column
tweaking white people who
claim to be religious but support segregation. He called on
whites to raise money to rebuild the churches, sparking
an effort that raised $10,000.
“When he sat down to
write, that conviction came
out. And it came out in just a
very, very powerfully written
way,” Klibanoff said of Patterson.
Patterson was born in 1923
in Georgia and grew up on a
small farm. School, fishing and
literature were his only means
of escape.
He graduated from the
University of Georgia in 1943
and served in the Army in Europe during World War II. His
first reporting job was at the
Temple
(Texas)
Daily
Telegram. He also had stints
for United Press in Atlanta,
New York and London during
his journalism career.
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
LAW OFFICE OF RODERICK O. FORD PLLC
Employment Discrimination
Worker’s Compensation
Bankruptcy ($500 & up)
Social Security Disability

FREE WITH COLOR SERVICE: Hot lavender or peppermint oil
OR Avocado or Coconut Milk Deep Conditioner

(727) 209-0814 (St. Petersburg)
or (813) 223-1200 (Tampa)
www.fordlawfirm.org
220 E. Madison St., Ste. 1110, Tampa, FL 33602
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Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
3951 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(In the old K-Mart building)

(727) 867-3696

 

Open: Wednesday - Sunday

NO COST MEDICAID &
MEDICARE REVIEWS
727-327-9881 • 3535 Central Ave.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713

H EALTH & WELLNESS
• Prevention • Awareness • Education •
•Testing • Counseling • Referrals •
HELP - US - HELP - U • Access
Food Stamp Application/SNAP
Medicaid Application - Recertification

727.403.3366
www.helpushelpuinc.org
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Mentorship stems
from Academy Prep’s
5 Fabulous Females
luncheon
Academy Prep aims for its fundraising events to be touching and
enjoyable, but in countless cases they mean so much more, opening
doors that create transformative and lifelong relationships.
Kanika Tomalin, one
of the 2012 Five Fabulous
Females honorees, and
Shaniqua Mitchell, Academy Prep Class of 2009,
first met in February at
last year’s Fabulous Females luncheon. Shaniqua was inspired by
Tomalin’s many accomplishments in the field of
medicine, so she introduced herself. The two
quickly realized their
Kanika Tomalin, one of the 2012
lives were already interFive
Fabulous Females honorees,
twined.
and
Shaniqua
Mitchell, Academy
Tomalin’s husband,
Prep Class of 2009
Terry, was the instructor for Shaniqua’s upcoming 11th grade class trip, and the Tomalin children were attending
Canterbury with Shaniqua. In fact, she would see one of Tomalin’s children on a daily basis and had a strong bond with her. From that day forward, Tomalin has been a mentor to Shaniqua, providing her incredible
support and wisdom.
“Shaniqua has been such a blessing in my family’s life,” said Tomalin, who is the vice president of strategic planning and public affairs at
Bayfront Medical Center. “Since last February, we’ve built a strong
bond focused on getting her through senior year and into college. We’ve
gone school shopping, attended college info sessions, and worked on
school applications. Now we are planning college visits. She tutors my
kids and helps them out at school as any big sister would. I’m incredibly
proud of her excellence, commitment and perseverance. She’s an inspiration.”
Thanks to Tomalin’s help and her own hard work, Shaniqua has already been accepted to the honors program at her top college choice.
“Miss Kanika has been a huge help with my school life, my future
career in the medical field, and also relieving stress off of my mom who
has cancer and can’t always help me due to health complications. The
Tomalin family has been such a blessing in my life and I’m glad the Five
Fabulous Females event made this happen. This is why I LOVE Academy Prep. It’s not just a school. It’s a family,” said Shaniqua.
Academy Prep is a college preparatory middle school located at
2301 22nd Ave. S. Students attend Academy Prep up to 11 hours a day,
six days a week, 11 months per year on full scholarships provided by
the local community. Upon graduation, students are provided graduate
support services throughout high school and college.
Academy Prep is now accepting applications for the 2013-14 school
year. Call 727-322-0800 or go to www.academyprep.org/stpete for more
information.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Volunteers needed

Register your event today

From FRESH, page 1

From SERVICE , page 1

Agriculture
Coalition
(SUAC), a meeting space for
the last couple of months.
According to a Tampa
Bay Times article, chamber
president Chris Steinocher
said he sees urban agriculture as a…movement that
offers opportunities for economic development.
Coy LaSister has a passion for gardening. He is in
the process of organizing Assisted Living Community
Gardens, Inc. Already, he
has created a small garden
for the Angel Care Assisted
Living facility, where he was
once a resident.
He originally applied for
an $8,000 grant with high
hopes of paying legal and
state fees necessary for incorporation and for a neighborhood beautification and
clean-up project to take place
on MLK Day. He received
$2,000.
Thinking quickly, he
scaled back his effort and is
planning a neighborhood
cleanup of two vacant lots located between the 1200 and
1300 blocks of 4th Street
South.
Volunteers are requested
at the lots by 8 a.m. on MLK
Day, Mon. Jan. 21. After the
two lots are cleared, volunteers will be dispatched to
nearby parks. His effort is
receiving support from McCabe United Methodist
Church.
The Salvation
Army is also providing assistance and encouraging residents to participate.
Doughnuts and coffee
will be served and volunteers are encouraged to
bring gloves, lawn care tools,
garbage bags and a willing-

businesses know that you
are a legitimate part of the
MLK Day of Service program, therefore increasing your chances for
support.
The project is funded
by a state appropriation,
and more corporate sponsorships are expected for
next year’s MLK Day of
Service. Those who did
not receive funding this
year are urged to start
planning now for awards
up to $10,000.
This year’s event is a
pilot program for the rest
of the state, and is modeled on the Day of Service
held in Philadelphia. According to the 17th Annual Greater Philadelphia
Martin Luther King Day
of Service’s final report,
85,000 people participated
in 1,500 service projects
for the 2011-12 year.
St. Petersburg will be
looking to Eckerd College
and the University of
Florida - St. Petersburg to
step up during next year’s

Kurt Steinman and his stepson, Nick at Baypoint
Christian Church, will install ornamental garden
on MLK Day from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

ness to work. For further details, please call Coy at 727409-9835.
SUAC and Faith House
Garden received a $700
grant for their 10,000 Greens
Project. On MLK Day, they
will be delivering 1,000 of the
seedlings – kale, mustard,
collard and turnip greens to
area gardens. Bill Bilodeau
prearranged for volunteers
who need trucks to help deliver to 10 gardens citywide.
Bartlett Park Community Garden, organized by
GreenFlorida, received a
$3,000 grant to install signage, fencing and a gate.
The garden is located at 878
Newton Ave. S. (1 block east
of MLK Street at 14th Av-

enue S). Volunteers are
needed from 11 - 12:30 p.m.
A hot meal will be served
when the work is completed.
Please call Andrea at 727643-7189 to volunteer.
At Baypoint Christian
Church, an ornamental garden is being installed on the
perimeter of an existing vegetable garden. Kurt Steinman, president of the
non-profit Making Urban
Living Healthier and Cleaner
(MULCH), received a grant
of $2,000 and is asking for
volunteers to help with the
installation from 9 - 3 p.m.
Food and refreshments will
be available. Please call Kurt
at 727-686-7205



 




 



































  



  



 











 

 









  











 

















Center located at 3200
34th St. S., and Sat., Feb.
23, the Day of Service
Awards Program and
Luncheon will be held at
11 a.m. at the Allstate Center.
If you have not volunteered, please log onto
www.spcollege.edu/Service_Projects. There are
some 55 projects to
choose from and there’s
something for everyone.

TheWeeklyChallengerNewspaper.com





Day of Service. The remarkable speed with
which the project was
launched precluded the
two institutions from significant participation this
year; however, officials at
both schools indicate that
they will be participating
on a larger scale next
year.
Important dates to remember: Fri., Feb. 1,
MLK Day of Service Project reports are due by
5 p.m., at the SPC Allstate

BE SURE
TO CHECK
OUT OUR
‘WEBSITE!




The MLK Day of Service committee with
Mayor Bill Foster.
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HEALTH & BEAUTY
WeeklyChallengerWellness@gmail.com

Getting the
Best of You
By Dee Mortellaro

Weekly wellness challenge
With much appreciation for the editor of The Weekly Challenger, we are at
the early stage of a fantastic opportunity
for many readers who may be like me.
If you’re like me, you know very well
what you are supposed to do, what
you’re supposed to eat, which foods contain vitamins and which foods are high
in fat. If you’re like me, you have tried
high protein, low carb, points, calorie
counts, shakes, powders and starvation.
If you’re like me, you’re ready to change.
The idea to lead a wellness and
weight loss challenge as someone who,
herself, needs to loose about 40 pounds
seems unconventional. But as someone
who has struggled with weight for 15
years, I’ve had a bit of trouble relating to
trainers who are solid rocks of sculpted
muscle and boundless energy.
There isn’t anything about my goal to
be fit and healthy that I want to keep secret. After all, keeping my goal to myself
is what’s kept me from reaching it. When
it’s just you, at home or in your car or at
your desk, who cares what you’re eating?
When you’re alone, who knows if you exercise?
I firmly believe that my biggest challenge in getting healthy has been accountability. If becoming part of a
collaborative effort will help you too,
please get in touch.
This column will highlight some of
the most important things the average
person needs to know about food and exercise and health, from an average person’s experience. The online blog will be

even more detailed and will allow readers to see specific plans and to network
with one another. My goal is to prove to
teammates and myself that if I can do
this, anyone can.
I’m a 49.9 year-old mother of two with
a full time job, a part-time job, two
churches and three volunteer commitments. I have teenage daughters for
whom I buy ice cream, brownies and
Doritos plus a husband whose Publix
trips result in cheeses, dips, fingers and
wings. My workplace, like most, seems
to be a collecting place for baked things
with sugar glaze and get-togethers featuring pizza, cookies, chips and chocolate.
My switch to make healthier choices
began at the beginning of the month. I
have had far more good days than bad
resulting in eight pounds less than I
started the year with. This takes work,
but it gets easier and it is so rewarding.
One of the most important things to
think about if you are considering joining
me: “what will you gain when you lose?”
If you are preoccupied with guilt, worried about health or suffer from low selfesteem, you owe it to yourself to take
care of yourself starting now. I rarely
seem motivated to work hard for something that will help me. But when I consider that helping me helps my family
and friends, I’m fired up and ready to go.
This week’s challenge: send a confidential email to weeklychallengerwellness@gmail.com and I’ll write you back
with an outline of the challenge.

 



By Marlo Scott

Who’s doing your hair?
For Hasani “Sonny” Clarit of Sonny’s
Barber Shop in Clearwater, cutting hair
is in his blood. From his parents, Jimmy
Clarit and Pat McCoy, to his siblings
Tara Shinn and Craig Clarit, they all
know their way around a pair of clippers. At one point, his mother even
owned a salon in fashion forward
Miami.
Many of his childhood memories revolve around being in a barbershop. He
fondly remembers his mom holding his
hand across Greenwood Ave. to get to
Carlton Street where Johnny’s Barbershop stood.
“Once we entered the shop, my
mom would say, ‘you know what he
gets,’ and Mr. Johnny would say, ‘the little guy gets an even low with a nice
edge,’” he reminisced.
Clarit has a list of people who inspired him to become a barber. Besides
his parents and Johnny Hunter from
Johnny’s Barbershop, Clarit remembers
a couple who came from the no nonsense school of thought when it came to
disciplining the children who sat in their
chairs.
“I remember going to Ms. Francis
and Mr. Bill’s barbershop where they
sold soda pop, snacks and had a game
room on the other side. If it was a
school day during school hours, however, you weren’t allowed in,” he said.
“Ms. Francis didn’t take no junk either,
especially if she knew your mama. She
was straight, direct and to the point.”
Fast forward to his teenage years,
Clarit’s brother would cut his hair in all
the latest styles, but one day he was too
busy to get to his hair. Being impatient,
he grabbed his father’s clippers, went
into the bathroom and without any instructions figured out what was what.
“I was in the bathroom so long that
the clippers were getting hot,” he said.
By the time he finally opened the
bathroom door, he knew what career
path he was going to take. In 1996, he
graduated from Sunstate Academy, and

in 1998, he opened his doors to the public.
Clarit lives the old adage of “it takes
a village to raise a child.” He is little
league coach for the Greenwood Panthers, and even allows some of the team
members to clean up at his shop for a
few dollars. He also offers discounts to
parents who are in need.
His advice to future barbers is to go
to school and get their license.
“Go to school no matter what and be
committed. Your main goal is to pass
your state boards not just to wear the
shirt, just to say you’re doing something,” he admonished.
In his spare time, Clarit enjoys being
the father of three girls and writing
music as a way of expressing himself
through his lyrics.
Sonny’s Barber Shop specializes in
classic clean cuts, tight edges, eyebrows, and he loves doing Afro Mohawks. He’s located at 1421 N. Betty
Lane Blvd., Clearwater. Hours are
Mon.-Wed., noon to 6 p.m.; Thurs. and
Fri. from 9-7 p.m. and Sat. from 8-4 p.m.
Between himself, his barber and
hair braider, there is always a trained
professional on duty to meet your
needs. If someone is seeking employment, there is an open chair available
for a barber/stylist. For more information, please call (727) 254-7762.

Stop it, I say!
Wild and ridiculous salon situations
Client: I had things to do, so I
showed up for my 8:30 a.m. hair appointment for a relaxer and a roller set at 10
a.m. Why? Because I needed to stop by
the mall to pick up my baby’s daddy
players jersey and matching cap for his
30th birthday. I wouldn’t have time to go
after the appointment because I’m having a cookout in the park today at noon.
The stylist better hurry up because I
have to decorate for the party. I know

my hair must be dry after 22 minutes
under the dryer.
STOP IT, I SAY! Well, well, well.
You shoulda been on time with your
thick headed late behind self. Just sit
right on back down girlfriend, and
please don’t try me with your disrespectful, inconsiderate self. You need
longer than 22 minutes for your hair to
properly dry so those curls won’t be
falling down by 1:30.

Herbal Remedies
Cranberries
Pure cranberries juice can block the spread of staphylococcus
auras, which causes a wide range of conditions from skin rashes
to life-threatening blood stream infections. By digesting 1500 mg
daily for six months, cranberries can help prevent urinary
tract infections, and are great for prostate health in men.
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NJ police want to
interview Titans WR
Kenny Britt
THE ASSOCIATED
PRESS

JERSEY CITY, N.J. —
Police in Jersey City say
they’ve been trying to contact Tennessee Titans
wide receiver and former
Rutgers star Kenny Britt
to question him about an
incident Sunday in which
he allegedly drove a friend
to the hospital after the
man had been stabbed at a
party.
Capt. Edgar Martinez
said police need to interview everyone who was
present at a Jersey City
house party Sunday in
which someone fired a
gun through a first floor
window and Britt’s friend
was stabbed. No one was
struck in the shooting,
Martinez said.
“We need to interview
all the parties involved,
and (Britt) has refused to
come in, so the statements
that he’s putting out that
he’s cooperated with the
investigation are false.
We’re trying to ascertain
his location,” Martinez
said, adding that authorities are discussing their

Kenny Britt
next steps with the Hudson County Prosecutor’s
office.
“There was a stabbing
and a shooting in the same
incident - and we need to
speak to everyone who
was there,” Martinez said.
“(Britt) drove the guy to
the hospital. (Britt) was at
a dinner, the party, with
his pregnant girlfriend.”
Britt’s agent, Bill Johnson, did not immediately
respond to an email from
The Associated Press. The
Titans also had no immediate comment Monday.
NFL officials will be
looking into this latest incident involving Britt and
police.

ESPN anchor
Stuart Scott says
cancer has returned
BRISTOL, Conn. (AP)
— ESPN anchor Stuart
Scott says his cancer has
returned.
Scott announced on
Twitter late Monday
night that he would undergo
chemotherapy
every two weeks but
would continue to work.
The
SportsCenter
host was first diagnosed
with cancer in 2007, when
an emergency appendectomy revealed a malignant
tumor.
He
underwent chemotherapy again in 2011.
The 47-year-old Scott
joined ESPN in 1993. He
quickly became popular
for signature phrases
such as “Boo-yah!”
He tweeted: “Cancer

Stuart Scott
announced on
Twitter that he
would undergo
chemotherapy every
two weeks but would
continue to work.
wants to re-appear..picked
the right guy cuz I HIT
HARD all day long!!”

Baseball season is here!
Wildwood t-ball and baseball
Ages 4 -14
Registration
begins Jan. 16 – Feb. 28
Monday - Thursday
6 - 7:30 p.m.

Wildwood Little League receives donations
BY JAMES E. JACKSON,
JR.

ST. PETERSBURG —
What a delightful way to
start the little league season.
Outfielder
Jose
Bautista, of the Toronto
Blue Jays and recent transplant to the Tampa Bay
area, wanted to provide
community uplift to aspiring baseball players.
Bautista contacted the
Wildwood
organization
through Joshua Jackson,
head coach of the Dixie
Hollins High School program and coach at Wildwood, and got the ball
rolling.
Bautista surprised the
little leaguers with new
bats and equipment bags to
give them a needed boost
for the upcoming baseball
season. He spoke with the
children and encouraged
them to follow their
dreams, do well in school
and become leaders in their
own right.
Joined by Toronto Blue
Jay pitcher Jesse Litsch,
they both provided autographs for the young players. This was truly a treat
for the young men of the
Wildwood program.

Wildwood coaching staff Pictured L-R Kenny Smith, Oran Walker, Roosevelt
Swinton, Alvin Jones, Toronto Blue Jay Jose Bautista, Toronto Blue Jay
Jesse Litsch, James Jackson, Anthony Sweat, and Ronnie Graham

Young med from the various age groups of the Wildwood program

Lakers Beat Bucks 104-88: Kobe Bryant, Dwight
Howard Each Score 31
LOS ANGELES (AP) —
Kobe Bryant played relentless defense, spurring his
fellow Los Angeles Lakers
to do the same. Dwight
Howard dominated the
paint, scoring easy baskets
and blocking shots against
the bewildered Bucks.
Over the last two
games, the Lakers have resembled the powerhouse
everybody envisioned before their tumultuous season began.
They’re about to find
out whether they got it together in time to compete
with the Miami Heat.
Howard had 31 points
and 16 rebounds, Bryant
also scored 31 points and
the Lakers beat Milwaukee
104-88 Tuesday night for
their second straight win
after a six-game skid.
Metta World Peace
added 12 points as the Lakers prepared for Thursday’s visit from the NBA
champion Heat with an impressive effort featuring 30point games for both
Bryant and Howard for the
second time in their brief
tenure together. After a
similar effort against Cleveland two days earlier, the
Lakers are cautiously optimistic they’ve solved a few
problems.
“It’s
been
great,”
Howard said. “When we
play the way we played
these last two games, I
don’t see anybody beating
us. The problem is we have
to do it on a consistent
basis and not have any
lapses during the game.
We’re learning, but stuff
like that takes time. The
biggest thing, we’ve just
got to stick together. We
can’t let nothing on the outside tear us apart.”
Howard again played
with an obvious spark in his
second game back from a
three-game absence with a
torn labrum in his shoul-

der, blocking four shots
and goaltending a couple
more when he wasn’t busy
overpowering the Bucks on
offense. Bryant and Steve
Nash, who had 11 assists,
focused on getting the ball
to Howard close to the rim,
and the six-time All-Star
center capitalized against
Milwaukee’s skinny post
players.
“That’s what we try to
do,” Bryant said. “A lot of it
is predicated defensively on
what the opposition does
and what they’re willing to
give up. We’ve been knocking down some shots and
putting me on the same
side with (Howard) when
Steve runs that screen-androll. I’ve knocked down
some shots, and it frees
him up and makes it a lot
easier to get some baskets.”
Monta Ellis scored 17
points for the Bucks, who
lost for the second time in
five games under interim
coach Jim Boylan. Brandon
Jennings was held to 12
points on 4-of-14 shooting
by Bryant, and Milwaukee’s young star emerged
from Staples Center with
newfound respect for the
fifth-leading scorer in NBA
history.
“I don’t think I’ve ever
seen anybody put that
much pressure on a point
guard full court for a whole
game,” Jennings said. “It
was probably the best defense somebody’s ever
played on me since I’ve
been in the league — just
constantly putting pressure
on me, touching me, hitting
me at all times in the game.
He wouldn’t let me just
catch the ball easy, and I
wasn’t able to get the ball a
lot, so it was pretty difficult.”
Los Angeles snapped its
longest losing streak in
nearly six years with a win
over the Cavaliers on Sun-

Kobe Bryant
day. Pau Gasol missed his
fifth straight game Tuesday
for the Lakers with a concussion, but the 7-foot
Spaniard worked out before the game and will be
re-examined
before
Miami’s visit.
The Lakers took a slim
lead into the fourth quarter,
but steadily increased it
through the final minutes
with a 23-7 run. Bryant
dipped into his usual array
of acrobatic shots while
also setting up Howard for
points in the paint, and the
five-time NBA champion
left to a standing ovation
with 3:07 left in his 22nd
consecutive game with at
least 20 points.
“Kobe changed the
complexion of the game
with his pressure in the
backcourt,” Boylan said.
“They knocked us off balance early, and we fought
back. ... We missed a lot of
shots, but mainly because
of their pressure. They
played a really good defensive game.”
Jennings was the Eastern Conference’s player of
the week for averaging 24.5
points in the last four

games under Boylan’s leadership, but Bryant held him
to two points in the first
half. Jennings got going
with a four-point play early
in the third quarter, but
never managed consistent
production against Bryant
and his teammates.
The Lakers’ starters
clicked on offense early,
building a 12-point lead in
the first quarter with dominant play down low from
Howard. Ellis kept the
Bucks close with a first-half
scoring spree against the
Lakers’ reserves.
NOTES: Lakers G Steve
Blake has pain in a muscle
in his inner thigh, further
delaying his return from
abdominal surgery. The
veteran point guard has
played in just five games
this season, sitting out
since Nov. 11. ... The Lakers passed the midway
point of their home schedule with a 12-9 record at
Staples Center. ... Brewers
manager Ron Roenicke and
former Lakers and Clippers
coach Mike Dunleavy attended the game. Mike
Dunleavy Jr. had 10 points
for the Bucks.

Have any questions or comments about TWC Sports? Please Email us at Sports@TheWeeklyChallenger.com
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 







Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

     

     






  

  

 




  

   












 


 







Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ
Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South, Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670



 




 



Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry
3530 1st Avenue North, Ste. 217
St. Petersburg, Florida 33713

(727) 564-1389
Pastor Shurrea Daniels

Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/












Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.
















   
    
   
   
  
   
    

Victory Christian Center Church

  

    















 


Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.






  
 





Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

 
 

 

 



Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays

Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.




  






 

 
 





 

 
1818 29th Avenue N.
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

11:30 a.m.






  



 
 




  
  
     
   
 



BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567
SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.





 
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
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THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida


Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.





CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the
community at large, its wish
that there would be an overflowing of God’s blessings
upon their lives. St. Mark is
grounded in a Christ-centered doctrine that has as its
central theme, a belief that we
are a haven of hope, help, and
healing for a world hungering
for and thirsting after the enlightened word of God. At St.
Mark, we are Christians willing to work and partner in
unity, praising God for His
awesome gift, His son Jesus
Christ.
Events for January 2013
Jan. 19 - Membership
Ministry ~ New Member Fellowship Dinner 4-6 p.m.
Jan. 20 - Health Care Min-

Pastor’s Corner
BY PASTOR SARAH EDWARDS

istry of St. Mark will offer
Wellness Screening got High
Blood Pressure and Weight
Control to all interested persons. Will screen at 9 a.m. before Sunday School and
immediately following morning worship.
Jan. 21 - MLK Day and
MLK Day of Service Project
~ Outreach to the residents of
Burlington Towers by providing toiletries and a hot meal.
Jan. 22 - Church Outing Tru Light Missionary Baptist
Church celebrating church’s
and pastor’s anniversary at 7
p.m.
Weekly Scheduled Activities for St. Mark
Sunday School held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday School starts
each Sunday morning at 9:30
a.m. All are invited to come
out and join us.
Baptist Training Union is

each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members and the general public
are invited to come out study
the Bible with us, and learn
“What Baptist Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed
to join us.
N I. K. E. After School Tutoring (4:30-6 p.m.) on Tuesdays & Thursdays (closed
during holiday seasons and
school breaks)
Young Adult Ministry
every Monday from 6:30 p.m.
(Bible Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Wednesday
evening at 7 p.m.

Pastor’s Corner
BY PASTOR SHURREA DANIELS

Kingdom Restoration, Inc. Faith Based Outreach Ministry
A Ministry with a Vision

Am I good enough?
Often times as individuals we find ourselves asking this question. Am I
good enough? We struggle with being good
enough mostly because
media has dictated that unless we look like Ken and
Barbie dolls then we’re
probably not good enough
to be seen in magazines,
on television, billboards,
or any other media outlet.
However, as individuals,
we have the incredible
power to decide that we
are, in fact, good enough.
We are the ones who
whole the key to our selfworth, which governs
what we do.
In order to achieve the
feeling of being good
enough, we must first believe it. When we make the
choice, we become the decision maker and we’re
back in power. If we
choose not to do so, then
no one else is able to do it
for us. Therefore, remind
yourself that when you
feel imperfect, you have
made the decision to be
imperfect.
Psalms 134:14 reads: “I
will praise you, for I am
fearfully and wonderfully
made; marvelous are your
works, and my soul knows
very well.” In the original
Hebrew text, the word
‘fearfully’ means: with
great reverence and heartfelt interest and respect.
The word ‘wonderfully’

means: unique and set
apart. No wonder the
psalmist explodes with an
exuberant praise. He realizes the great love and
concern that went into his
unique and very individual
creation, which makes us
a master piece.
When the enemy begins to make us feel unworthy, unwanted, and
unloved, we can speak
boldly and declare that
“we are His workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus for
good works, which God
has prepared beforehand
that we should walk in
them”. The word ‘workmanship’ comes from the
Greek word ‘poiema’ and
the word signifies a work
of art brought forth by an
artisan. Our English word
poem and poetry stem
from this word, which
makes us God’s poem,
that’s right, we are poetry
in motion. We are a genuine and unique work of
art produced by the Master Himself.
Just as a poem has
meter, rhyme, rhythm,
beauty and meaning, so
our lives are meant to reflect the beauty of God’s
love. This is to be uniquely
expressed through our individual characteristics,
which have been carefully
selected for us, that we
being set apart unto Him
that we may fulfill the purposes of God on the Earth.

As a result, when the
enemy causes us to feel
that we are not good
enough, we can remind
him that it was God who
chose Noah, and his resume stated he was a
drunk, Jacob was a liar,
Moses had a stuttering
problem, Gideon was
afraid, Sampson had long
hair and he was a womanizer, Rahab was a prostitute, David had an affair
and he was a murderer,
Elijah was suicidal, Jonah
ran from God, Naomi was
a widow, Job went bankrupt, Peter denied Christ,
the disciples slept through
prayer, Martha worried
over everything, the
Samaritan woman was divorced more than once,
Zacchaeus was too small,
Paul was too religious, and
Lazarus was dead.
In-conclusion when we
feel as though we are still
not good enough, Jeremiah 1:5 reminds us that
“Before I formed you in
the womb I knew you, before you were born I set
you apart; I appointed you
as a prophet to the nations.” Therefore since
God formed us and knew
us, let us lay aside every
weight (thought), and sin,
which clings so closely,
and let us run with endurance the race that is set
before us. Peace and
Blessings!

United for Christ Freewill
Baptist Church
We are sponsoring a trip to Washington,
D.C. in July of 2013. All who are interested
in traveling with us please contact Kadell

Ford at 727-258-4993 or 727-744-3589 for
more information.

Visible Voices Christian Community Association

If you think you are a failure or if you
think you are a success you are correct.
The opposite of peace is
conflict. Peace relegates
our mind. The reason we
don’t have peace in our
mind or in our soul is that
we are at war with ourselves. There is a voice of
duty and a voice of inclination both within us demanding to be heard. We
struggle to decide and the
struggle squanders our
powers.
We
become
weaken and exhausted. We
become exasperated. Perhaps you should adjourn
the meeting in the conference room of your mind.
Excuse all of those
voices, especially the one
who is speaking the loudest
attempting to be the boss of
you. But whenever we decide to do the will of God,
as best as we understand it,
the conflict is resolved. A
wise man in the Bible has
taught us that in all our
ways we must acknowledge
the Lord and He shall direct our paths [Proverbs
3:6]. Even if you don’t understand what’s going on,
delight yourself in knowing
God will not hold anything
good from you [Psalms
37:4].
You must be prepared
to accept that the LORD is
an uncreated God. All of
His laws or ways of accomplishing things are followed
with peace and they are
fixed and they will satisfy
our soul. We, being created
a spirit in His image, are a
God character living in this
earthly realm in an earth
suit that He personally designed for us. We call it our
body. God’s light and love
causes us to become alive;
become Human.

We have been given the
power to choose and our
spirit and our soul
[thoughts, feeling and desires] will obey it. We can
choose to accept or reject
God’s way but it cannot
change what God has already done. So with life,
God has His will, His way,
His purpose and His plan
for each person. And we
have ours. If you insist in
doing things your way, all I
have to say is strike up the
band maestro so they may
rehearse ‘I did it my way’
and ‘I got to be me.’ I believe they are the two most
popular songs in hell’s
choir. Is it okay 2 B U?
A mother took her small
son to the zoo for the first
time. He asked her what
kind of animal were they
looking at. She replied,
“Son, those are wildcats.”
He looked up at her and
asked, “Why are they ‘wild
cats, mom?” Being puzzled
by her five year child, she
thought for a moment, bent
down to his level, looked
into his big brown eyes and
said: “Son, they are wild
cats because their parents
were wild cats.” And that’s
the simplicity of life, who
we are has already been decided upon by our Heavenly Father.
Whenever we struggle
against who He has said we
are and what He has promised us remember, His
hand has provided us with
everything we need. We
forsake the Prince of Peace
for Satan, the author of
Confusion. How wonderful
it is to learn that lesson
while there is still much of
life to be lived. There are

times with limited vision
that God’s way appears to
not be the best way or that
God is not answering our
prayers. It is at this point in
our lives we must be willing
to stay on the potter’s
wheel, be molded and controlled by God for His good
pleasure. Rather than doing
your thing, submit to God
ways [Luke 22:42].
Being meek is NOT
being weak! The Hebrew
word translated ‘meek’
means ‘to be molded.’ Jesus
taught on being meek in
the BE-attitudes. It is one of
the keys to the kingdom of
God. In Greek, the New
Testament writers translated the word ‘praos’,
which is translated as
‘meek’. It actually means to
be ‘controlled.’ Being submissive to the plan of God
seven days and twenty-four
hours.
Study the lives of God
molded people throughout
history and you’ll realize it
was God living through
them and God never fails.
Therefore, if you decide to
surrender all to God’s
process of molding and
controlling your will according to His written
Word, you will be successful. Jesus said, “Blessed are
the meek. They shall inherit the earth.” [Psalm
24:1]
If not, oh well, congratulations! You are the captain of your fate and the
master of your ship. Just remember, God controls the
wind and the water. AAAAMEN! As a person thinks is
what that person shall become. Failure or successful? U R right!

Detroit retired Bishop
Moses Anderson dead at 84
DETROIT (AP) _ Retired auxiliary Bishop Moses B. Anderson has died. The
first black bishop to serve in the Catholic Archdiocese of Detroit was 84.
The archdiocese says Anderson
died Tuesday of cardiac arrest.
Anderson was born in Selma, Ala.,
and attended Edmundite College of St.
Michael’s in Winooski, Vt., and St. Edmund Seminary in Burlington, Vt. He
was ordained a priest in 1958.
In 1983, Detroit Cardinal Edmund
Szoka (SHAH’-kuh) named Anderson
an auxiliary bishop.
Anderson also served as pastor at
Precious Blood Parish in Detroit in
1992-2001. He frequently ministered
in Ghana, where he was honored as a
tribal chief.
His funeral is next Monday at 11
a.m. at the Cathedral of the Most
Blessed Sacrament in Detroit. Visitation is 2-8:30 p.m. Sunday and 10-11
a.m. Monday.
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Two first-hand accounts of unsung
civil rights workers
BY PHILIP M. JONES
Special to the NNPA

African Americans have
been the most rapidly advancing oppressed people
in the history of the world,
according to some major
historians. To come from
brutal and hard slavery,
with virtually no legal basic
human rights, to rise to lawmakers, local leaders and
ultimately the presidency of
the United States of America within a 400 year span is
a feat surpassed by few, if
any other people.
African American advancement has come in increments and spurts, with
some of the greatest acceleration in social, political,
cultural and legal advancement led by the honorable
Dr. Martin Luther King. By
most historical assessments, the most phenomenal aspect of this rise and
advancement from a brutal
slave past through the Jim
Crow era and into the present is that Dr. King led people out of bondage without
using brutality or violence.
“We didn’t fire one shot;
we didn’t lynch one person,” said Andrew Marrisett, one of the first four of
the paid field staff workers
for the Southern Christian

Leadership
Conference
(SCLC) in Birmingham,
Ala. SCLC is the civil rights
organization King helped
co-found in January 1957 in
the wake of the Montgomery bus boycott.
It would serve as a
major springboard to
launch the careers of numerous African Americans,
but beyond that SCLC was
a model that would lend its
tactics and successes to organizations well outside of
the black community.
Beyond grooming key
leaders such as Andrew
Young and Jesse Jackson,
SCLC helped grow grassroots people such as Marrisett and Cathy Depp into
local leaders, who were inspired to fight for change in
their communities.
King’s work through
SCLC also helped to inspire, motivate and lead the
women’s movement, the
peace movement of the
1960s and 1970s, as well as
the fight for human rights
by Hispanics, whites, and
other races here in America and oppressed nations
around the world.
Marrisett got to know
Dr. King personally because he was the SCLC’s
go-to guy for errands, conveniences and personal ne-

cessities for King and his
staff in Birmingham.
“We did it with nonviolence and our minds, bodies and souls, and of course
with the help of God,” Marrisett said.
Marrisett spoke of a
time and way of life forgotten by many. He speaks
with a southern drawl, in an
eloquent manner for a man
with not much formal education, as he described a
time in the 1940s when
many Blacks in southern
and rural areas, who were
then referred to as ‘coloreds,’ were all but totally
unaware of the freedoms
that were already gained
and enjoyed by Blacks in
the North.
Now at age 74, his memories of the civil rights
years remain sharp and
vivid. He is the only surviving member of the four initial paid SCLC field staff
that included James Orange, Elizabeth Hayes and
Robert Seals. This was a
job within the SCLC similar
to what Medgar Evers did
as an organizer and recruiter with the NAACP.
And this, along with his
driving duties for the
church, gave him frequent
contact with Dr. King.
Cathy Deppe is a for-

mer SCLC, SNCC (Student
Non-Violent Coordinating
Committee) and SCOPE
(Students for Community
Organizing and Political
Education) volunteer originally from Urbana, Ill. She
worked early on to register
voters in the rural South
and primarily in Alabama.
She now works for the nonprofit agency 9 to 5 and is a
branch member of the National Association of Working Women (NAWW),
which is concerned with
women’s rights. Deppe said
that her original involvement with the Civil Rights
Movement gave her the inspiration and provided the
perfect model to follow
when she began to subsequently fight for women’s
rights, peace, farmer’s
rights and more.
Deppe marched on the
second and third unsuccessful attempts to cross
the Edmond Pettus Bridge
from Selma to the capitol in
Montgomery. She also
marched on the fourth attempt, which was successful.
“I actually think the
Civil Rights Movement was
a good model for us to
bounce off of and an inspiration as well,” she said.
“My student days in the

Civil Rights (Movement)
just morphed into other
movements, never forgetting the Civil Rights Movement.
Deppe detailed how
she, a young white college
student from the North,
went on to fight for civil
rights in the North and the
South.
“I was young and going
to school at the University
of Illinois in Urbana,” she
said. “At the time, I was involved in a group on campus that was called Friends
of SNCC. When the opportunity came to go down to
Alabama with other students that I knew and had
worked with as part of the
SCLC’s SCOPE Project, I
was ready to do that, so I
spent the summer of 1965
in Green County, Ala. doing
voter registration and in integrated teams of young
people led by the local leaders there, including Rev.
Thomas Gilmore who went
on to run for sheriff of
Green County. Our work
there was to help people
register to vote.”
While she was in Green
County, President Lyndon
Johnson signed the Voting
Rights Act of 1965. She felt
they
were
making
progress, but admits she

was pretty naïve because
she wa shocked by what I
saw there and felt.
“Being there and seeing
the consequences to people’s lives when they tried
to take what seemed in my
high school civics experience to be a basic right that
everybody
had,”
she
paused sadly recalling the
early ‘colored’ people that
she attempted to register to
vote. “It was very dangerous to register to vote for a
Black in the South. You
could lose your job, get
kicked out of your house or
your apartment, you could
face crosses burning on
your lawn and in some
cases death, several cases
actually.”
“We were taking a step
outside the box and when
we would go in integrated
groups to register people to
vote we actually frightened
some of the people by
being together, and they
would close the doors because it was an unusual
sight and meant trouble,”
she concluded. “I’m still
doing voter registration
and will probably die doing
voter registration, because
it is so important for a
democracy that everybody
have that right.”
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MLK event calendar
28th Annual MLK Drum Major for Justice
Awards Banquet – Fri., Jan. 18. St. Petersburg
Marriott Clearwater, 12600 Roosevelt Blvd. N.,
7 p.m. Official opening of MLK week in Florida.
Music by Derek Smith, gospel recording artist;
Wintley Phipps, world-renowned vocal artist,
keynote speaker. Tickets $40, available at Enoch
Davis Center. Presented by MLK Holiday and
Legacy Association, Inc. Contact: MLKholidaylegacy@gmail.com.
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority and Mt. Zion
Progressive Baptist Church — “The King and I”
Music and Lecture Series — Jan. 18-19. Events are
free to the public, and will take place at Mt. Zion
Progressive Missionary Baptist Church, 955 20th
St. S., St. Petersburg. More than 300 youth invited
to celebrate legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority dialogue and
dinner – Sun., Jan. 20 at 5 p.m. -- A cross section of
community leaders, military families and Florida
lawmakers are among those who will join over 500
members of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority in a Supper and dialogue that will promote peace and uphold Dr. Martin Luther King’s legacy. Event will
take place at Beulah Baptist Institutional Church,
1006 West Cypress St., Tampa
28th Annual MLK Drum Major for Justice
National Battle of the Bands and Drum Line
Extravaganza – Sun., Jan. 20. Tropicana Field, One
Tropicana Drive. 4 p.m. Featuring college and high
school marching bands. Tickets: Gen. Adm.
$10/advance; $12/gate; Premier VIP Area $15. Purchase at Ticketmaster, 1-800-745-3000; Tropicana
Field Box Office; Enoch Davis Center, 1111 18th
Ave. S.; Norvell Quick Market, 2930 18th Ave. S.;
Looking Good Men’s Fashions in St. Petersburg,
Tampa and Bradenton. More details: www.mlknationalparade.org
27th Annual MLK Leadership Awards
Breakfast – Mon., Jan. 21. Coliseum, 535 Fourth
Ave. N. 7:30 a.m. Individual tickets, $25. Keynote
speaker: Dr. Gwendolyn Simmons, Assistant Professor at the University of Florida. Contact: National
Council of Negro Women St. Petersburg Metropolitan Section, 727-896-6556 or visit www.mlkbreakfast-stpete.com.
28th Annual MLK Drum Major For Justice
National Parade – Mon., Jan. 21 at 11 a.m. NOTE
early start time for parade again this year. Parade
begins at Third Ave. S. and Dr. Martin Luther
King St., proceeds north to Central Ave., east to
Bayshore Drive NE, and north to 5th Ave. NE, disbanding at Vinoy Park. Contact: MLKholidaylegacy@gmail.com. For more details about the MLK
Holiday and Legacy Association’s Gulf of St. Petersburg “Black Legacy in America Celebrating
King” Arts, Bandfest & Drumline Multi-Cultural
Expo™ — contact the Holiday Legacy office at
727-388-9494 (leave a message); e-mail to MLKholidaylegacy@gmail.com or visit www.mlknationalparade.org.
ASPEC is proud to of fer the “Life after
Martin Luther King, Jr.” lecture — Mon., Jan.
21 from 2-5 p.m. Lecture will take place in the Lewis
House on the Eckerd College campus, 4200 54th
Ave. S., St. Petersburg. Learn about MLK’s life and
how he changed the lives of so many. Features Millard Neal, retired Episcopal priest; Eugene Patterson, Pulitzer Prize winning editor emeritus of the
Tampa Bay Times; and Ray Arsenault, author and
USF Professor. Refreshments will be served.
weeREAD Literacy Program Children’s
Book Drive (0-6yrs) — Mon., Jan. 21 from 10Noon. Bring your gently used & new books will be
collected at Blessed Trinity Church (parking lot)
located at 1600 54th Ave. S., St. Pete, from 10- Noon.
Books will be distributed within the apartment
communities and Pre-Schools on “The Point.”
weeREAD is brought to the community by the
Greater Pinellas Point Civic Association with a
grant from the MLK Jr. Day of Service Award Program. For more info call 727-866-2737.
SCDAA Blood Drive – Mon., Jan. 21 10-3p.m.
The Sickle Cell Disease Association of America
(SCDAA), in collaboration with Florida Blood Services, will host a blood drive on as part of the MLK
Day of Service. The bloodmobile will be located at
the northeast corner of the Vinoy Hotel in Straub
Park. Donating blood does not hurt and only takes
a few minutes. Anyone donating will receive a free
movie pass or gift card. Sickle Cell appreciates your
support. For more information, please contact the
St. Petersburg Chapter of SCDAA at 727-896-2355.
MLK Day of Ser vice Car Show – Mon., Jan
21 from 2-8 p.m. After the MLK parade, check out
cars from around the United States. The showcase
will be held at The Value Fair (old K-mart) 3951
34th St. S., St. Petersburg. Cash prizes!! Cars will
be judged from 5-6 p.m. Live entertainment!!
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Above: Rev. Abernathy’s children were
front and center leading the Selma to
Montgomery march.
Right: L-R, Rev. Ralph Abernathy,
Dr. King and Bayard Rustin discussing
the march on Washington.
August 28, 1963, a quarter million people gather
to hear Dr. King’s “I have a Dream” speech.

Below: Rosa Parks being fingerprinted by
Deputy Sheriff D.H. Lackey.

Above: Lyndon Johnson and Dr. King
discuss the Civil Rights Act of 1964.
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